Ordinance No. ______				_____________________, 2026

Rich County Ordinance Establishing 
Land Use Development Code

WHEREAS, The County Land Use, Development, and Management Act gives counties the authority to enact ordinances to regulate land use and accomplish the purposes of the Act, see Utah Code § 17-79-101 (2026); and

WHEREAS, the County Commission views thoughtful land use regulation and development to be important to the health and prosperity of the communities of Rich County; and

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that amending its Development Code is in the best interests of the communities of Rich County;

THEREFORE, the County Legislative Body of Rich County, Utah ordains as follows:

Section 1.  Repeal of Prior Ordinances.

	The County enacts this ordinance as its land use and development code.  The 	County reaffirms Ordinance 5-1 (Establishing a Uniform System for Street 	Addressing), Ordinance 89-4 (Land Survey Requirements), Ordinance 18-37 	(Protection of Public Drinking Water Sources), Ordinance 25-5 (Canal Protection) 	and its General Plan and official maps.  The County enacts Ordinance _____ 	(Land Use Permits Required), Ordinance _____ (Planning Administrator), 	Ordinance _____ (Planning Commission), Ordinance _____ (Board of 	Adjustment), Ordinance _____ (Establishment of Zones), Ordinance _____ (Zones 	and Table of Uses), Ordinance _____ (Rezoning Procedure), Ordinance _____ 	(Conditional Uses), Ordinance _____ (New and Unlisted Uses), Ordinance _____ 	(Variances), Ordinance _____ (Subdivision Approval Process), Ordinance _____ 	(Supplementary Regulations within Zones), Ordinance _____ (Roadways, Paths, 	and Ditches), Ordinance _____ (Water and Sewage), Ordinance _____ (Platting 	Exemptions), Ordinance _____ (Boundary Adjustments and Boundary 	Establishments), Ordinance _____ (Guarantees of Improvements), Ordinance 	_____ (Development Agreements), Ordinance _____ (Fire Protection Building 	Requirements), Ordinance _____ (Notices), Ordinance _____ (Building Inspector), 	Ordinance _____ (Building Permits), Ordinance _____ (Enacting and Amending 	Land Use Regulations), Ordinance _____ (Planned Unit Developments), 	Ordinance _____ (RV Parks and Campgrounds), Ordinance _____ (Mobile 	Homes), Ordinance _____ (Signs), Ordinance _____ (Large Concentrated Animal 	Feeding Operations), Ordinance _____ (Nuclear Waste), and Ordinance _____ 	(Land Use Fees).  All other inconsistent land use and development code ordinances 	are repealed and replaced.



Section 2.  Purpose of Land Use Code. 

	A.	Promote the health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and 			general welfare of the county and its inhabitants of the State of Utah.

	B. 	Promote the efficiency and economy of land development in Rich County.

	C. 	To regulate the distribution of population and the uses of land for 				urbanization, trade, industry, habitation, recreation, agriculture, and other 			purposes.

	D.	To create conditions favorable to efficient transportation, civic activities, 			recreational, educational, and cultural opportunities.

	E.	To promote the economic delivery of public services.
	
	F.	To reduce the waste of physical, financial, and or human resources.

	G.	To preserve natural resources.

	H.	To promote an efficient and economical utilization, conservation, and 			production of the supply of food and water.

	I.	To promote sanitation and drainage.

	J.	To provide adequate water, parks, schools and other public services.

	K.	To secure safety from fires, floods, traffic hazards, and other dangers.

	L.	To stabilize and improve property values.

	M.	To protect the tax base.

	N.	To promote the development of a more attractive, wholesome and 				serviceable county.

	O.	Reflect the goals of the Bear Lake Valley Blueprint.

	P.	To protect the integrity of the Bear Lake and our other natural bodies of 			water.

	Q.	To provide for fairness and predictability in land use administration.

Section 3.  Rich County General Plan.

	The County adopts the Rich County General Plan as an official document to be 	used in effectuating the purposes of this development code.  A copy of which is on 	file with the Planning Administrator.

Section 4. Interpretation.

	The requirements contained in the County’s land use and development code are 	minimum requirements.  The ordinances should be interpreted to further the 	purposes set out above.

	Specific requirements in the County’s land use and development code shall prevail 	over less restrictive provisions of covenants, agreements, or other ordinances, but 	shall not affect more restrictive provisions found elsewhere.

	If no specific definition is given by ordinance, the County adopts the definition 	supplied by the relevant building code followed by the state code.  If a term still is 	not specifically defined, its generally accepted dictionary definition should be used.

Section 5.  Severability.

	If any part of this ordinance or of the County’s land use and development code 	shall be held invalid, such part shall be deemed severable and the invalidity thereof 	shall not affect the remaining parts.

Section 6.  Effect on Prior Acts.

	This ordinance does not affect any prior action by the County, or prior land use 	decision, or any land use agreement made prior to the effective date of this 	ordinance.
Section 7.  Effective Date.
	This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon posting as provided by 	law.

APPROVED and ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________, 2026.

	
					BOARD OF RICH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



					__________________________________________
					Chairman







ATTEST:



______________________________________
Rich County Clerk



					Commissioner Bill Cox voted 	             _________	

					Commissioner Sim Weston voted   	 _________	

					Commissioner Jonathan Lee voted      _________
