Ordinance No. ______				_____________________, 2026

Rich County Ordinance: Subdivision Application and Approval Procedures


Section 1. Purpose and Intent.

A.	The purpose of this ordinance is to establish a process for reviewing and 	approving subdivisions in the County.

	B.	A subdivision application begins with an optional pre-application meeting, 			proceeds through application submittal and completeness review, moves 			through the applicable preliminary and final review process, and ends with 			approval, completion or assurance of required improvements, signature of 			the final plat, and recording with the County Recorder.

C.	Subdivision review shall be conducted in accordance with Section 5 of this 	ordinance.

Section 2. Applicability.

A.	This ordinance applies to the subdivision of land located within the 	unincorporated area of the County.

B.	A person may not subdivide land, offer land for sale or lease as part of a 	subdivision, record a subdivision plat, or otherwise create a subdivision 	except in compliance with Utah’s Municipal Land Use, Development, and 	Management Act (“LUDMA”), this ordinance, and the Development Code.

C.	Unless a division of land is excluded from the statutory definition of 	subdivision or exempt from the plat requirement, a subdivision plat is 	required before land may be divided for offer, sale, lease, or development.

D.	This ordinance governs the application and approval process. Substantive 	requirements for roads, access, culinary water, sanitary sewer or onsite 	wastewater, fire protection, storm drainage, utilities, sensitive lands, 	floodplain, geologic hazards, lot standards, and other development 	standards are governed by the County Development Code, the County 	Public Works Standards, applicable fire and building codes, and other 	applicable federal, state, and local requirements.

E.	If this ordinance conflicts with a mandatory provision of LUDMA, state 	statute controls. The remaining provisions of this ordinance shall continue 	in effect to the fullest extent allowed by law.



Section 3. Definitions.

	Unless otherwise provided in this ordinance, the definitions contained in LUDMA 	shall apply to the interpretation and administration of this ordinance. Where a 	term is separately defined in the County Development Code, the local definition 	shall apply so long as it does not conflict with applicable state law.

Section 4. Land Use Authorities.

A.	The Planning Administrator, County Engineer, and Planning Commission 	Chair shall collectively serve as the Administrative Land Use Authority for 	preliminary approval of small subdivisions. The Planning Administrator 	shall serve as the Administrative Land Use Authority for final subdivision 	applications, boundary adjustments, boundary establishments, agricultural 	land division certificates, minor agricultural subdivision determinations, 	and other subdivision applications that may be approved administratively by 	staff.

B.	The Planning Commission is the Administrative Land Use Authority for 	preliminary subdivision applications for large and non-residential 	subdivisions unless the Planning Administrator determines that state law 	requires or allows staff-level administrative approval.

C.	The County Commission is the legislative body. The County Commission 	may adopt subdivision ordinances, accept or reject public dedications when 	required by law, approve public street vacations when legislative action is 	required, and take other legislative actions allowed by law. 

D.	The County Engineer, County Surveyor, County Attorney, County 	Recorder, Local Health Department, fire authority, culinary water 	authority, sanitary sewer authority, UDOT, and other reviewing entities 	may review subdivision applications within their respective areas of 	responsibility. Their review shall be coordinated through the Planning 	Administrator unless state law or another ordinance requires a different 	procedure.

Section 5. General Review Standard.

A.	Subdivision review and approval is an administrative land use process 	governed by LUDMA.

B.	The Administrative Land Use Authority shall approve a subdivision 	application if the application complies with applicable provisions of state 	law, this ordinance, the County Development Code, the County Public 	Works Standards, and other adopted County standards and specifications.

C.	A subdivision application may be denied only if the application does not 	comply with applicable law or adopted standards and the noncompliance 	cannot reasonably be corrected through conditions of approval.

D.	References in this ordinance to “applicable law” or “applicable standards” 	include LUDMA, this ordinance, the County Development Code, County 	Public Works Standards, adopted technical standards, and applicable state 	and federal law.

Section 6. Optional Pre-Application Meeting.

A.	An applicant may request a pre-application meeting before submitting a 	subdivision application.

B.	Within fifteen business days after receiving a request for a pre-application 	meeting, the County shall schedule the meeting.

C.	At the pre-application meeting, staff shall provide or make publicly available 	the applicable land use regulations, the applicable application checklist, 	available standards required for the project, and preliminary comments on 	the concept presented by the applicant.

D.	A pre-application meeting is advisory only. Comments given at a pre-	application meeting do not constitute final approval, denial, vesting, or a 	binding determination unless otherwise required by state law.

Section 7. Application Checklists.

A.	The County may maintain application checklists for each type of 	subdivision application.

B.	Checklists may identify required submittal items, required certifications, 	required agency reviews, formatting requirements, and applicable review 	steps.

C.	A checklist may not impose a substantive requirement that has not been 	adopted by ordinance or otherwise authorized by state law.

D.	If a checklist conflicts with this ordinance or state law, this ordinance or 	state law controls.

Section 8. Complete Application Requirements.

A.	A subdivision application shall be submitted to the Planning Administrator 	on a form approved by the County.

B.	A subdivision application shall include the following, unless waived by the 	Planning Administrator because the item is not applicable to the proposed 	subdivision:

(1)	A completed application form signed by the property owner or an 	authorized representative;

(2)	Written authorization from the property owner if the applicant is 	not the property owner;

(3)	Payment of all applicable application fees;

(4)	A preliminary plat or final plat, as applicable, prepared by a licensed 	professional land surveyor and submitted in the format required by 	the County;

(5)	A title report or other title evidence acceptable to the County, 	current within the time required by County application materials;

(6)	A written statement of culinary water feasibility from the culinary 	water authority, the Local Health Department, or other entity 	authorized by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026);

(7)	A written statement of sanitary sewer or onsite wastewater feasibility 	from the sanitary sewer authority, the Local Health Department, or 	other entity authorized by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026);

(8)	Evidence of fire protection feasibility and emergency access when 	required by the fire authority or applicable ordinance;

(9)	Improvement plans when public or required private infrastructure 	improvements are proposed or required;

(10)	A storm water drainage plan when required by County ordinance, 	County Public Works Standards, the County Engineer, or state or 	federal law;

(11)	A phasing plan if the subdivision will be developed in phases;

(12)	A street connectivity plan when the subdivision creates or extends a 	road;

(13)	Information regarding existing roads, rights-of-way, easements, 	utilities, water conveyance facilities, irrigation facilities, canals, 	ditches, floodplain areas, wetlands, and geologic hazards as required 	by Section 28 of this ordinance or applicable law;

(14)	Any required approval, feasibility letter, or review from UDOT 	when the subdivision affects a state highway, UDOT corridor 	preservation area, or access controlled by UDOT; and

(15)	Any other document required by Utah Code, the Development 	Code, County Public Works Standards, or an adopted application 	checklist.

C.	The Planning Administrator shall determine whether an application is 	complete. If the application is incomplete, the County shall provide written 	notice identifying the missing or deficient items.

D.	A determination that an application is complete means only that the 	application contains the materials required for review. It does not mean 	that the application complies with applicable law or standards.

Section 9. Agency Review and Coordination.

A.	After determining that an application is complete, the Planning 	Administrator shall distribute the application to County departments and 	reviewing agencies whose review is necessary to determine compliance with 	applicable law and adopted standards.

B.	The County may require the applicant to obtain review letters, feasibility 	letters, or approvals from entities outside the County’s organization when 	those letters or approvals are required by Utah Code, County ordinance, or 	adopted standards.

C.	The County may require review, approval, or recommendation from the 	applicable fire authority, public safety answering point, health department, 	utility providers, or other reviewing agencies before approving a subdivision 	plat, as determined necessary to ensure compliance with applicable law and 	County standards.

Section 10. Review Timelines and Review Cycles for Residential Subdivisions.

A.	This section applies only to subdivision applications for single-family 	dwellings, two-family dwellings, and townhomes to the extent governed by 	Utah Code Ann. §§ 17-79-705 and 17-79-706 (2026).

B.	The County shall comply with all state-mandated review timelines, review-	cycle limits, waiver provisions, and appeal procedures applicable to 	residential subdivision applications governed by state law.

C.	This section does not apply to legislative land use decisions, zoning map 	amendments, development agreements, or other legislative approvals 	associated with a subdivision application.

D.	The review-cycle limitations and timelines of this section do not apply to 	subdivision applications located adjacent to or affecting Bear Lake or other 	sensitive environmental areas identified by the County where additional 	review is reasonably necessary to evaluate shoreline impacts, geologic 	hazards, flooding, drainage, environmental concerns, public safety 	concerns, or compliance with state or federal law. 

E.	For a preliminary subdivision application governed by state review 	timelines, the County shall complete its review and provide written 	comments within fifteen (15) business days after the application is 	determined complete, unless a different time is required by state law.

F.	For a final subdivision application or subdivision improvement plan 	governed by state review timelines, the County shall complete its review and 	provide written comments within twenty (20) business days after the 	application or revised materials are determined complete, unless a different 	time is required by state law.

G.	The County may not require more review cycles than allowed by Utah 	Code. Unless state law provides otherwise, the total number of review cycles 	for a residential subdivision application subject to state review-cycle 	limitations shall not exceed four review cycles.

H.	Each County review response shall be in writing and shall identify each 	required correction, additional information request, or required 	modification with reasonable specificity. The response shall identify the 	applicable ordinance, standard, specification, or state or federal law 	supporting the requested correction or modification.

I.	The County may require additional information reasonably necessary to 	verify compliance with County ordinances, adopted standards and 	specifications, applicable engineering requirements, public improvement 	standards, utility requirements, fire code requirements, drainage standards, 	or other applicable law.

J.	The applicant shall provide a written response to the County's review 	comments with each resubmittal. The response shall identify how each 	comment was addressed or explain why the applicant believes a requested 	correction is not required.

K.	A review cycle is not complete until the applicant has submitted revised 	materials and responded in writing to each County review comment.
	
L.	Unless the applicant materially changes the application, a correction or 	deficiency not identified in a prior review cycle is waived after the applicable 	review period established by Utah Code, except that the County may 	require a correction necessary to protect public health and safety or to 	enforce state or federal law.

M.	If the applicant materially changes the application or changes a phasing 	plan in a manner that substantially affects infrastructure, access, drainage, 	utilities, public improvements, or other engineering requirements, the 	County may restart review for the portion of the application affected by the 	material change, as allowed by Utah Code.

N.	After the final review cycle, if the applicant has made the required 	corrections and has not materially changed the plans except in response to 	County comments, the County may not require additional revisions except 	as allowed by Utah Code.

O.	If, after the final review cycle, a dispute remains regarding subdivision 	improvement plans, the applicant may request the appeal panel process 	required by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-706 (2026). Any appeal panel shall be 	assembled and costs allocated in accordance with Utah Code.

P.	If, after the final review cycle, a dispute remains regarding subdivision 	ordinance review, the County shall advise the applicant in writing of the 	deficiency and of the right to appeal to the appeal authority.

Section 11. Review Timelines for Other Subdivisions.

	Subdivision applications not governed by the specific residential subdivision 	timelines in Section 10 shall still be reviewed administratively and within a 	reasonable time.

Section 12. Small Subdivisions.

A.	For purposes of this ordinance, a small subdivision is a subdivision 	consisting of fewer than ten (10) lots.

B.	A small subdivision may be processed through one combined preliminary 	and final review process.

C.	A small subdivision shall be approved in accordance with Section 5 of this 	ordinance.

D.	A small subdivision application shall include a final plat unless the division 	is exempt.

E.	The Planning Administrator may refer a small subdivision application to 	the County Engineer, County Surveyor, County Attorney, Local Health 	Department, culinary water authority, sanitary sewer authority, fire 	authority, UDOT, or other reviewing entity when review by that entity is 	necessary to determine compliance with applicable standards.

F.	If a small subdivision requires the construction or dedication of 	improvements, the applicant shall comply with the improvement plan, 	assurance, inspection, and warranty requirements.

Section 13. Large Residential Subdivisions.

A.	For purposes of this ordinance, a large residential subdivision is a 	subdivision consisting of ten (10) lots or more.

B.	A large residential subdivision shall be processed in two stages unless the 	Planning Administrator determines that state law or the nature of the 	application allows combined review:

(1) 	Preliminary subdivision application review; and

(2)	Final subdivision application and final plat review.

C.	The preliminary subdivision application shall show the proposed layout, 	lots, roads, access, utilities, culinary water and sanitary sewer feasibility, 	storm drainage concept, phasing, sensitive lands, floodplain areas, known 		geologic hazards, water conveyance facilities, and other information 	required to determine compliance with applicable standards.

D.	The Administrative Land Use Authority shall review the preliminary 	subdivision application in accordance with Section 5 of this ordinance.

E.	Preliminary approval authorizes the applicant to proceed to final 	subdivision application review. Preliminary approval does not authorize 	recording of a plat or sale of lots.

F.	The final subdivision application shall substantially conform to the 	approved preliminary subdivision application and any approved phasing 	plan.

G.	The Planning Administrator shall approve the final subdivision application 	and final plat in accordance with Section 5 of this ordinance.

H.	Final approval is not effective for recording until all required certificates, 	signatures, improvement plan approvals, improvement assurances, 	recording requirements, and conditions required before recording have 	been satisfied.




Section 14. Nonresidential Subdivisions.

A.	Nonresidential subdivisions shall be reviewed administratively for 	compliance with applicable zoning, access, infrastructure, utility, fire, 	health, storm water, public works, and other adopted standards.

B.	A nonresidential subdivision may be processed through preliminary and 	final review or through combined review if the Planning Administrator 	determines that combined review is sufficient to determine compliance.

C.	The County may require information specific to the proposed 	nonresidential use, including traffic information, utility demand 	information, access and circulation plans, storm water plans, fire access 	information, and improvement plans, when required by adopted standards 	or reasonably necessary to determine compliance with adopted standards.

D.	A nonresidential subdivision shall be reviewed and approved in accordance 	with Section 5 of this ordinance.

Section 15. Condominium Plats.

A.	A condominium plat shall comply with Utah Code Ann. § 57-8-13 (2026) 	and applicable County land use regulations.

B.	The County, acting as the land use authority, shall approve a condominium 	plat that complies with state statute unless the condominium plat violates a 	land use regulation of the County.

C.	A condominium plat may be reviewed with a subdivision application when 	required by the County Development Code or when necessary to determine 	compliance with applicable County land use regulations.

Section 16. Agricultural Land Divisions.

A.	A bona fide division or partition of agricultural land for agricultural 	purposes is not a subdivision to the extent provided by Utah Code Ann. § 	17-79-102 (2026).

B.	A division of agricultural land qualifying under Utah Code is exempt from 	subdivision plat requirements only to the extent authorized by state law and 	does not confer land use approval for nonagricultural development.

C.	If land divided for agricultural purposes is later used for a nonagricultural 	purpose, the owner shall comply with all subdivision plat requirements and 	applicable land use ordinances before the nonagricultural use is established.

D.	Any notice required by Utah Code for an agricultural division shall be 	recorded with the County Recorder.

Section 17. Minor Agricultural Subdivisions.

A.	This section applies to a minor agricultural subdivision allowed under Utah 	Code Ann. § 17-79-708 (2026).

B.	An owner of at least fifty contiguous acres of agricultural land may make a 	minor agricultural subdivision by submitting for recording in the office of 	the County Recorder:

(1)	A recordable deed containing the legal description of the minor 	agricultural subdivision parcel; and

(2)	A notice indicating that the owner of the land to be divided is 	making a minor agricultural subdivision, referring specifically to 	Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-708 (2026) as the authority for making the 	minor agricultural subdivision, and containing the legal description 	of both the land to be divided and the proposed minor agricultural 	subdivision parcel.

C.	A minor agricultural subdivision parcel may not be less than one acre in 	size, may not be within five hundred feet of another minor agricultural 	subdivision parcel within the divided land, is not subject to the County 	subdivision ordinance, and is not required to be owned by the same person 	who owns the divided land.

D.	A minor agricultural subdivision is effective on the day it is recorded.

E.	The County may not deny a building permit to the owner of a minor 	agricultural subdivision parcel based only on the parcel's status as a minor 	agricultural subdivision parcel or the absence of subdivision standards 	otherwise applicable to platted subdivisions.

F.	In connection with a building permit, the County may apply reasonable 	health, safety, and access standards that the County has established and 	made public.

Section 18. Agricultural Division Involving an Existing Single-Family Dwelling.

A.	A division of agricultural land involving an existing legal single-family 	dwelling may be exempt from the plat requirement if the division satisfies 	Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-708 (2026) and this section.

B.	The applicant shall submit an application to the Planning Administrator 	showing that:

(1)	The parcel contains an existing legal single-family dwelling;

(2)	The division results in two parcels, one of which is agricultural land;

(3)	The agricultural parcel qualifies as land in agricultural use and will 	not be used for a nonagricultural purpose;

(4)	Both parcels comply with applicable zoning requirements, including 	minimum area, width, frontage, and setbacks, unless a variance has 	been granted;

(5)	The owner records a notice describing the agricultural parcel and 	stating that the agricultural parcel is created as land in agricultural 	use and will remain in agricultural use until a future zoning change 	or land use approval allows another use;

(6)	The proposed division has been approved by the culinary water 	authority and the sanitary sewer authority;

(7)	The land is located in a zoned area; and

(8)	The proposed division conforms to all applicable land use 	ordinances or has properly received a variance from the 	requirements of an otherwise conflicting and applicable land use 	ordinance.

C.	The Planning Administrator shall issue a written certificate if the proposed 	division satisfies Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-708 (2026) and this section.

D.	The certificate issued by the Planning Administrator shall be attached to 	the recorded document that divides the property.

E.	If the agricultural parcel is later used for a nonagricultural purpose, the plat 	exemption no longer applies and the owner shall comply with the 	subdivision plat requirements of Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026) and 	all applicable land use ordinance requirements.

Section 19. Divisions Made in Anticipation of Future Land Use Approval.

A.	A division of land made in anticipation of future land use approval may be 	excluded from the definition of subdivision only to the extent authorized by 	Utah Code.

B.	A division under this section does not constitute subdivision approval, land 	use approval, or authorization for development unless and until all required 	approvals are obtained.

C.	The County may require submission of the recorded instrument and 	supporting information reasonably necessary to verify compliance with 	Utah Code.
Section 20. Subdivision Amendments.

A.	A subdivision amendment shall be required whenever a proposed 	amendment to a recorded subdivision plat would:

(1)	Vacate all or part of a subdivision;

(2) 	Increase the number of lots within the subdivision;

(3)	Alter a public right-of-way, public easement, or public infrastructure 	within the subdivision; or

(4)	Alter a common area or other common amenity within the 	subdivision.

B.	A subdivision amendment does not include a simple boundary adjustment.

C.	A subdivision amendment shall be reviewed by the Planning Administrator 	unless state law requires review by another land use authority or action by 	the legislative body.

D.	An amended plat may not be recorded unless it is signed by the land use 	authority and signed, acknowledged, and dedicated by each owner of record 	of the portion of the plat that is amended, unless a different signature 	process is authorized by state law.

E.	A plat may be corrected without a subdivision amendment if the correction 	qualifies as a plat correction under Utah Code.
	
F.	A subdivision amendment that includes the vacation of a public street, 	public right-of-way, or County utility easement shall comply with the public 	street vacation requirements of Utah Code and this ordinance.

Section 21. Required Plat Information.

A.	A subdivision plat shall comply with Utah Code Ann. §§ 17-79-703 and 17-	79-704 (2026), this ordinance, the County Development Code, the County 	Recorder's requirements, the County Surveyor's requirements, and other 	applicable standards.

B.	Unless waived because the item is not applicable, a subdivision plat shall 	include:

(1)	A subdivision name that is distinct from any subdivision name 	previously recorded in Rich County;

(2)	The location, boundaries, courses, dimensions, and acreage of the 	land being subdivided;

(3)	Lot numbers, block references if used, street names, addresses or 	coordinate addresses if assigned, acreage or square footage for each 	lot, and dimensions necessary to identify each lot;

(4)	Streets, roads, rights-of-way, easements, public areas, private streets, 	private access easements, utility easements, and areas proposed for 	dedication or reservation;

(5)	Easements, rights-of-way, water conveyance facilities, irrigation 	facilities, canals, ditches, underground facilities, and utility facilities 	required Utah 	Code and this ordinance;

(6)	Any water conveyance facility located entirely or partially within the 	plat of which the owner has actual or constructive knowledge, 	including information available from the state engineer's inventory 	of canals or from the surveyor;

(7)	Accurate angular and linear dimensions for all boundaries, streets, 	alleys, easements, rights-of-way, lots, curves, and other features 	shown on the plat, including radii, internal angles, points of 	curvature, points of tangency, tangent lengths, chord bearings, 	chord lengths, and arc lengths where applicable;

(8)	Lot line dimensions shown in feet and hundredths and sufficient 	information necessary to accurately locate and identify all lot 	boundaries;

(9)	The true angles and distances tied to established street lines, section 	corners, benchmark locations, official monuments, or other 	controlling monuments used in preparation of the plat;

(10)	The location of all survey monuments required by Utah Code and 	the County Surveyor, shown by the appropriate symbol, together 	with monument descriptions sufficient to permit accurate recovery 	in the field;

(11)	Any required buildable area, restricted lot designation, floodplain 	designation, geologic hazard designation, or other notation 	required;

(12)	The location and dimensions of areas reserved for public use, 	common areas, open space tracts, or areas dedicated for public or 	private purposes;

(13)	If the plat is part of a community association subject to Utah Code 	Title 57, Chapter 8a, language conveying all common areas to the 	association as required by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-704 (2026);

(14)	Owner acknowledgments, surveyor certifications, notarial 	acknowledgments, dedication language, approval certificates, and 	signature blocks required by Utah Code and County ordinance;

(15)	A recorder's block in the location and size required by the County 	Recorder;

(16)	A north arrow, scale, and sufficient identifying information to 	determine the orientation and location of the plat; and

(17)	Any other information required by Utah Code or adopted County 	standards.

C.	Final plats shall be submitted in a format acceptable to the County 	Recorder and County Surveyor, including applicable requirements relating 	to sheet size, scale, reproducibility, digital format, and recording standards.

D.	The applicant is responsible for obtaining cooperation from the owner or 	operator of a water conveyance facility, underground facility, or utility 	facility as required by Utah Code. Such cooperation indicates only that the 	plat approximates the location of the facility and does not warrant or verify 	the facility's precise location.

Section 22. Required Plat Certificates and Signature Blocks.

A.	A final plat may not be recorded unless the plat includes the certificates, 	acknowledgments, and approval signatures required by Utah Code Ann. §§ 	17-79-703 and 17-79-704 (2026) and this section.

B.	The following signature blocks or certificates shall be included on the final 	plat when applicable:

(1)	Licensed Land Surveyor's Certificate of Survey;

(2)	Owner's Dedication Certificate;

(3)	Notary Public Acknowledgment for each owner's dedication 	signature;

(4)	Administrative Land Use Authority Certificate of Approval, to be 	signed by the Planning Administrator or other designated 	Administrative Land Use Authority;

(5)	County Surveyor Certificate of Approval;

(6)	County Engineer Certificate of Approval, when improvement plans, 	public infrastructure, roads, drainage facilities, or other engineering 	review is required;

(7)	County Attorney Certificate of Approval, when the plat includes 	dedications, public easements, improvement completion assurances, 	subdivision improvement agreements, title issues, or other legal 	documents requiring review;

(8)	County Commission Certificate of Acceptance, when the plat 	includes a public dedication requiring acceptance by the County 	Commission;

(9)	County Clerk Attest, when the County Commission accepts a 	public dedication or takes other action requiring attestation;

(10)	Local Health Department Certificate of Approval, if required by the 	Local Health Department or by Utah Code;

(11)	Culinary Water Authority Certificate of Approval, if the culinary 	water authority is not the Local Health Department and if approval 	is required under Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026); and

(12)	Sanitary Sewer Authority Certificate of Approval, if the sanitary 	sewer authority is not the Local Health Department and if approval 	is required under Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026).

C.	In lieu of a signature block on the final plat for the culinary water authority 	or sanitary sewer authority, the applicant may furnish a final plat approval 	letter from either or both entities if allowed by the County and the 	applicable authority. The final plat approval letter shall state the authority's 	unconditional approval of the final plat and proposed improvements for its 	respective facilities and shall include or clearly identify the final plat and 	final improvement drawings being approved. A conditional approval letter 	is not sufficient for final plat recording.

D.	The County may not require that a plat be approved or signed by a person 	or entity who is not authorized to approve or sign the plat under Utah 	Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026).

E.	A plat recorded without the signatures required by Utah Code Ann. 	§ 17-79-704 (2026) may be void or voidable to the extent provided 	by Utah Code. 

F.	The following forms may be used and modified as necessary to 	comply with applicable legal requirements:

Administrative Land Use Authority Certificate of Approval

This is to certify that this subdivision plat was approved by the Rich County Administrative Land Use Authority on the _____ day of _____________, 20____.
	         								
					   ___________________________
			       Planning Administrator / 
Administrative Land Use Authority


County Surveyor Certificate of Approval

I hereby certify that the Rich County Surveyor has reviewed this plat for mathematical correctness, section corner data, and consistency with lines and monuments on record in the County offices. Approval of this plat by the Rich County Surveyor does not relieve the licensed land surveyor who prepared this plat from the responsibilities and liabilities associated with the plat.
Signed this _____ day of ___________, 20____.

			____________________________
              Rich County Surveyor


County Engineer Certificate of Approval

I hereby certify that the required public improvement standards and drawings for this subdivision conform with applicable County standards and that any required improvement completion assurance is sufficient as required by Utah Code and County ordinance.
Signed this _____ day of ____________, 20____.

			____________________________
	   Rich County Engineer


County Attorney Certificate of Approval

I have examined the legal documents associated with this subdivision plat, including any required dedication language, subdivision improvement agreement, and improvement completion assurance, and find that they conform with applicable County ordinance requirements.
Signed this _____ day of ___________, 20____.

			____________________________
               Rich County Attorney

County Commission Certificate of Acceptance

The Rich County Commission hereby accepts for public use the public dedications shown on this plat, subject to the terms and conditions shown on the plat and any applicable subdivision improvement agreement.
Accepted this _____ day of __________________, 20____.

BOARD OF RICH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

			_____________________________
			 Chair

			  ATTEST:
			_____________________________
                                     Rich County Clerk


Recorder's Certificate
State of Utah
County of Rich
Recorded and filed at the request of ________________________________ this _____ day of __________________, 20____, at _______ __.m., Entry No. __________________, in Book __________, Page __________.


			_____________________________
		             Rich County Recorder


Section 23. Improvement Plans.

A.	Improvement plans are required when a subdivision requires public 	infrastructure improvements, required private infrastructure improvements, 	storm water facilities, roads, utilities, or other improvements required by 	ordinance or state law.

B.	Improvement plans shall be prepared by a licensed professional when 	required by law or County standards.

C.	Improvement plans shall be reviewed by the County Engineer or other 	authorized reviewing official for compliance with adopted standards.

D.	The County may not require improvement plans or corrections that are not 	based on adopted standards, applicable law, or reasonably necessary 	engineering information needed to verify compliance with adopted 	standards.
E.	Final plat approval may be conditioned on approval of required 	improvement plans. A final plat may not be recorded until the County has 	approved any improvement plans required before recording.

Section 24. Water, Sewer, Fire Protection, and Utility Feasibility.

A.	Each subdivision shall demonstrate culinary water feasibility as required by 	Utah Code Section 17-79-703 and County ordinance.

B.	Each subdivision shall demonstrate sanitary sewer or onsite wastewater 	feasibility as required by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026) and County 	ordinance.

C.	Each subdivision shall demonstrate fire protection feasibility and emergency 	access when required by adopted fire code, County ordinance, or the fire 	authority.

D.	Will-serve letters, feasibility letters, or similar statements shall identify the 	number of lots proposed to be served, the method of service, and any 	requirements necessary for final approval by the service provider or 	reviewing authority.

E.	Nothing in this section requires the County to provide utility service or 	approve a subdivision that lacks required utility feasibility.

Section 25. Roads, Access, and Connectivity.

A.	Each lot shall have legal access as required by the County Development 	Code, the County Public Works Standards, fire code, and state law.

B.	When a subdivision creates or extends a road, the applicant shall submit a 	street connectivity plan showing how the proposed road may connect to 	existing or future roads where feasible and consistent with adopted 	standards.

C.	Road and access requirements shall be based on adopted standards and 	shall be proportional to the impacts of the proposed subdivision.

D.	The County may require dedication or improvement of a road only when 	authorized by adopted standards, Utah exaction law, and applicable 	constitutional requirements.

Section 26. Water Conveyance Facilities, Irrigation Facilities, Canals, Ditches, and Easements.

A.	Subdivision applications shall identify water conveyance facilities, irrigation 	facilities, canals, ditches, and related easements located on or affecting the 	property when required by Utah Code or County ordinance.

B.	A subdivision plat shall show existing rights-of-way and recorded easements 	for water conveyance facilities, underground facilities, and utilities as 	required by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026).

C.	Within twenty (20) days after the day on which an owner submits a 	complete subdivision plat application, the County shall mail written notice 	of the proposed subdivision to the facility owner of any water conveyance 	facility located entirely or partially within one hundred (100) feet of the 	subdivision plat, as determined using information made available to the 	County by the facility owner, the state engineer’s inventory of canals, or a 	licensed surveyor. The County shall wait at least twenty (20) days after 	mailing the notice before approving or rejecting the subdivision plat in 	order to receive and consider comments from the facility owner.

C.	The County may not approve the subdivision plat for at least twenty days 	after mailing the notice required by this section in order to receive 	comments from the facility owner regarding access, maintenance, 	protection of facility integrity, safety, or any other issue related to water 	conveyance facility operations.

D.	When applicable, the owner of the land seeking subdivision plat approval 	shall comply with Utah Code Ann. § 73-1-15.5 (2026).

E.	A facility owner's failure to provide comments does not affect or impair the 	County's authority to approve the subdivision plat.

F.	The County may require reasonable easements and access protections for 	existing or relocated water conveyance facilities when required by Utah 	Code, adopted County standards, or the facility owner's legally protected 	rights.

Section 27. Sensitive Lands, Floodplain, Geologic Hazards, and Storm Water.

A.	A subdivision shall comply with applicable sensitive lands, floodplain, 	geologic hazard, storm water, drainage, and natural hazard requirements 	adopted by the County or required by state or federal law.

B.	The County may require studies, reports, or plans prepared by qualified 	professionals when required by adopted standards or when necessary to 	determine compliance with applicable standards.

C.	If land is located in a floodplain or potential geologic hazard area, the 	County may require the plat to designate restricted or non-buildable areas 	when required by adopted standards or state or federal law.

D.	Drainage and storm water facilities shall be designed in accordance with 	adopted County standards and applicable state or federal requirements.

Section 28. Solid Waste and Refuse Collection Areas.

A.	Where required by the County Development Code or applicable sanitation 	provider standards, a subdivision shall provide areas for solid waste 	collection and refuse storage.

B.	Solid waste collection areas shall be located and designed to provide safe 	and reasonable access for collection vehicles and to minimize impacts on 	adjoining properties and public rights-of-way.

C.	Dumpster pads, refuse enclosures, and collection areas shall comply with 	applicable County standards relating to drainage, surfacing, screening, and 	access.

D.	Solid waste collection areas shall be screened to reduce visual impacts and 	prevent fugitive debris when required by the County Development Code or 	applicable sanitation provider standards.

E.	The applicant shall coordinate with the applicable sanitation provider 	regarding collection access and placement requirements when required by 	County standards.

F.	The area surrounding dumpsters or refuse collection facilities shall be 	designed to prevent runoff from accumulating around the facility and shall 	comply with applicable storm water and drainage standards.

Section 29. Phasing.

A.	An applicant may propose to develop a subdivision in phases.

B.	A phasing plan shall show the lots, roads, utilities, storm water facilities, 	access, and other improvements proposed for each phase.

C.	Each phase shall independently comply with applicable access, utility, fire 	protection, storm water, and public safety requirements unless otherwise 	allowed by an approved development agreement or adopted phasing plan.

D.	Approval of a phasing plan does not eliminate the applicant's duty to 	comply with applicable law at the time each phase is approved or recorded, 	except to the extent the applicant has vested rights under Utah law.

Section 30. Approval Expiration and Recording.

A.	A preliminary subdivision approval expires eighteen months after the date 	of approval unless a final subdivision application for the subdivision or a 	phase of the subdivision is approved before expiration.

B.	The Planning Administrator may grant up to two extensions of preliminary 	approval, each not exceeding eighteen months, if the applicant submits the 	extension request before expiration and the extension is consistent with 	state law.

C.	A final subdivision application that has not received approval within twelve 	months from the date of submittal expires unless extended by the Planning 	Administrator for good cause.

D.	A final plat shall be recorded within twelve months after final approval 	unless the Planning Administrator grants one extension, not exceeding 	twelve months, for good cause before expiration.

E.	Failure to record a final plat within the time allowed by this ordinance 	renders the plat voidable by the County as allowed by Utah Code Ann. § 	17-79-703 (2026).

F.	The County may require updated title reports, updated signatures, updated 	owner acknowledgments, or compliance with changed state or federal 	requirements before recording if required by law or necessary to confirm 	recordability.

G.	Within thirty days after approving a final plat, the County shall submit to 	the Utah Geospatial Resource Center an electronic copy of the approved 	final plat or preliminary geospatial data that depicts any new streets and 	situs addresses proposed for construction within the bounds of the 	approved plat, as required by Utah Code Ann. § 17-79-703 (2026).

Section 31. Exactions and Dedications.

A.	Any dedication of land, payment of money, construction of improvements, 		reservation of property, or other exaction shall comply with Utah Code, the 	County Development Code, and applicable constitutional requirements.

B.	Any exaction imposed by the County shall have an essential link to a 	legitimate governmental interest and shall be roughly proportionate in 	nature and extent to the impact of the proposed development.

C.	The County may require dedication or improvement of roads, utility 	easements, drainage facilities, trails, or other public facilities only when 	authorized by adopted standards and applicable law.

D.	Any public street, public easement, drainage facility, utility easement, trail, 	or other public improvement proposed for dedication shall be clearly 	identified on the plat.

E.	Public dedications are not accepted until accepted by the County 	Commission or accepted in another manner authorized by Utah Code.

F.	Approval of a plat by the Administrative Land Use Authority does not, by 	itself, constitute acceptance of a public dedication.

G.	The County may defer acceptance of public improvements until the 	improvements have been constructed, inspected, and accepted or until 	adequate improvement completion assurances have been provided.

H.	Nothing in this section prevents voluntary dedications or voluntary 	improvements offered by an applicant.

I.	Acceptance of a public dedication does not obligate the County to improve, 	maintain, repair, or replace the dedicated facility unless the County 		separately accepts responsibility for maintenance or operation in accordance 	with County policy or applicable law.

Section 32. Enforcement.

A.	Any subdivision, sale, transfer, recording, construction, or development 	made in violation of this ordinance is subject to enforcement under the 	Development Code and Utah Code.

B.	The County may withhold permits, issue notices of violation, seek 	injunctive relief, require compliance, or pursue any other lawful remedy.

C.	Enforcement shall be directed toward compliance with applicable law and 	correction of unlawful divisions or development.

Section 33. Relationship to Other Ordinances.

A.	This ordinance replaces any inconsistent subdivision application procedure 	in the Development Code.

B.	Existing zoning districts, lot standards, road standards, public works 	standards, fire standards, health requirements, and other substantive 	development standards remain in effect unless expressly amended.

C.	If another County ordinance provides a more specific process for a 		particular type of application and that process does not conflict with state 	law, the more specific process applies.





Section 34. Severability.

	If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this ordinance is 	held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 	remainder of this ordinance shall remain in effect.

Section 35. Vested Rights.

A.	A subdivision application is governed by the land use regulations in effect 	on the date the County determines that a complete application has been 	submitted, unless a different vesting rule is required by Utah Code.

B.	The County may apply subsequently enacted regulations to a subdivision 	application only to the extent authorized by Utah Code.

C.	Nothing in this section prevents the County from applying regulations 	required by state or federal law, building codes, fire codes, or regulations 	necessary to address an imminent threat to public health or safety as 	allowed by law.

Section 36. Public Streets and Private Streets.

A.	Streets within a subdivision may be public or private unless prohibited by 	the Development Code.

B.	Public streets shall comply with County Public Works Standards and any 	applicable adopted transportation plans.

C.	Private streets shall comply with applicable fire code access requirements, 	drainage standards, utility access requirements, and maintenance 	requirements.

D.	The County may require a recorded maintenance agreement for a private 	street.

E.	A private street shall include access and turnaround areas sufficient for 	emergency services when required by the fire authority.

Section 37. Water Rights.

A.	When required by the Development Code, a subdivision application shall 	identify any water rights proposed to serve the subdivision.

B.	The County may require evidence that adequate culinary water rights are 	available or will be available before final plat approval when authorized by 	County ordinance or required by the culinary water authority.

C.	Nothing in this section authorizes the County to adjudicate ownership of 	water rights or to approve a water right transfer.

Section 38. Monuments and Survey Requirements.

A.	Monuments shall be installed as required by Utah Code and the County 	Surveyor.

B.	A subdivision plat shall be prepared by a licensed professional land 	surveyor.

C.	The licensed professional land surveyor preparing the plat is responsible for 	the accuracy of the plat and survey information.

D.	The County may require electronic plat data or digital geospatial 	information in a format approved by the County Surveyor.

Section 39. Existing Lots and Lots of Record.

A.	Nothing in this ordinance shall be interpreted to invalidate a lawfully 	created lot of record.

B.	Development of an existing lot of record remains subject to applicable 	zoning, access, utility, floodplain, fire code, building code, health 	department, and other applicable requirements.

Section 40. Administrative Corrections.

A.	The Planning Administrator may approve administrative corrections to an 	approved plat when the correction:

(1)	Corrects a scrivener's error;

(2)	Corrects a surveying error;

(3)	Corrects a legal description error;

(4)	Adjusts drafting information without materially altering the 	approved subdivision; or

(5)	Otherwise qualifies as a plat correction under Utah Code.

B.	A correction approved under this section shall comply with Utah Code 	Ann. § 17-79-711 (2026) and applicable recording requirements.




Section 41. Interpretation.

A.	If a provision of this ordinance is ambiguous, the ordinance shall be 	interpreted in favor of a reasonable use of land unless the interpretation 	would violate state or federal law or create a threat to public health or 	safety.

B.	References to Utah Code sections include successor statutes and recodified 	provisions.

Section 42. Effective Date.

	This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon posting as provided by 	law.

APPROVED and ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________, 2026.

					BOARD OF RICH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

					__________________________________________
					Chairman


ATTEST:


______________________________________
Rich County Clerk

					Commissioner Bill Cox voted 	             _________	

					Commissioner Sim Weston voted   	 _________	

					Commissioner Jonathan Lee voted      _________
