Ordinance No. ______				_____________________, 2026

Rich County Ordinance for Construction of Roads, Ditches, and Pathways


The County Legislative Body of Rich County, Utah ordains as follows:

Section 1.  Purpose.

	This ordinance governs the construction of roadways, ditches, and pedestrian 	pathways in Rich County.

Section 2.  Access to State highways.

	All developments adjacent to State Highways will be required to have a permit from 	the Utah Department of Transportation supporting the use of the land.  All 	developments (5 lots or more) will be required to have two (2) access points to the 	development constructed to county standards with year-round maintenance 	including snow removal.  In phased developments, the second access may be 	completed in connection with phase two.

Section 3.  Roadway design requirements.

	The following road design requirements apply, unless the State Construction and 	Fire Codes Act require otherwise.

A.	Arterial and collector streets the minimum street width shall be fifty-four 	(54) feet and the minimum right-of-way shall be eighty (80) feet

B.	For local streets, the minimum street width shall be twenty-four (24) feet 	and the minimum right-of-way shall be fifty (50) feet.	

C.	For collector streets, the minimum street width shall be forty-four (44) feet 	and the minimum right-of-way shall be sixty-six (66) feet.

D.	All roadways will be composed of the following:

		(1)	Twelve (12) inches of pit run (sub layer);

		(2)	Six (6) inches of crushed gravel; and

		(3)	Six (6) inches of asphalt compacted to five inches.

	E.	Streets shall be hard surfaced except where lot frontages are one hundred 			twenty-five (125) feet or greater. Gravel roads shall be constructed according 		to county specifications.

	F.	Grades. The maximum grade for roads in all zones shall be eight (8) 				percent, provided however, the Planning Commission may grant variances 			to twelve (12) twelve percent for short distances up to three hundred (300) 			feet over a continuous lineal length of two thousand (2,000) feet when 			conditions warrant that traffic safety and economy of road maintenance can 		be secured.  

	G.	All streets will be “crowned” with a maximum grade of 3.0%.

	H.	Intersections. Streets shall intersect each other as nearly as possible at right 			angles. Street shall approach other streets, other local streets, arterial, or 			collector streets at angles not less than eight (80) degrees for a distance of at 			least on hundred (100) feet. Street grades at intersections shall be no greater 		than four (4%) for at least fifty (50) feet.

	I.	Cul-de-sacs. The maximum length of any cul-de-sac shall not exceed eight 			hundred (800) feet and must be terminated by a turn-around right-of-way of 		not less than one hundred twenty-five (125) feet in diameter. The turn-			around shall be surfaced one hundred (100) feet in diameter and shall not 			exceed three (3) percent grade. Surface water must drain away from the 			turn-around, except where surface water cannot be drained along the street 			due to the grade, necessary catch basins and drainage easements shall be 			provided.

	J.	Adjoining Streets. Streets in new developments shall make provisions for 			the continuation of existing streets to adjoining areas at the same or greater 			width (but in no case less than the required minimum width). Where the 			Planning Commission determines that it is desirable to provide for street 			access to adjoining property to provide an orderly development of a street 			system, proposed streets shall be extended by dedication to the boundary of 			such property.    

	K.	Dedicating a “half street” (i.e. a roadway with half the required width in 			anticipation of future dedication of the rest) is prohibited.

	L.	At the discretion of the Board of County Commissioners, dedication of 			streets for public use may be accepted or declined.

Section 4. Street signs.

	All streets shall be designated by name or number clearly discernible from the 	street. Street names shall not be duplicated. Street name signs, conforming to the 	design and specifications and in the number by the standards, rules and regulations 	of Rich County, shall be provided by the developer at all street intersections. 	Installation shall be made in accordance with adopted standards to insure 	uniformity.  Street signs will be constructed of non-combustible materials and 	lettering will be of a reflective nature to ensure day and night visibility.  Signs will 	be placed as close to the property line as possible.  Alternatives considered will be 	an apron consisting of non-combustible hardscape and fire wise landscaping 	surrounding the street sign of 40’ in radius.

Section 5. Pedestrian pathways.

	A.	Pedestrian walkways may be required by the Planning Commission when it 			is shown that such improvements shall be for the public safety or 				convenience. When so required, walkways shall be a minimum width of 			four (4) feet, shall be constructed of material suitable for use in the 				proposed area; and shall be located to provide efficient movement of 			pedestrians and maximum preservation of the character of the proposed 			development.

	B.	Developments with property intersecting the proposed Bear Lake Heritage 			Pathway will be encouraged to dedicate and construct pathway to AASHTO 		Standards.  

Section 6. Survey monuments.

	Installation and location of required survey monuments shall be in accordance with 	county standards and as directed by the County Engineer.

Section 7. Ditches and culverts.

	A.	Bridges and Culverts. All bridges and culverts shall be constructed in 			accordance with County specifications issued by the County Engineer.

	B.	Ditches. Buffer zones shall be required along all rivers, creeks, streams or 			other channels within or adjoining a subdivision. Buffer zones widths shall 			be determined on a case-by-case basis by the Planning Commission. The 			subdivider shall work with irrigation, drainage or ditch companies as to:

	C.	The responsibility for the periodic inspection, cleaning and maintenance of 			such ditches, pipes and culverts. In cases where canals or ditches cross 			public roads or proposed public roads, specifications and grades for pipes 			and culverts must be approved by the Planning Commission.

Section 8.  Effective Date.

	This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon posting as provided by 	law.







APPROVED and ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________, 2026.

	
					BOARD OF RICH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



					__________________________________________
					Chairman


ATTEST:



______________________________________
Rich County Clerk



					Commissioner Bill Cox voted 	             _________	

					Commissioner Sim Weston voted   	 _________	

					Commissioner Jonathan Lee voted      _________
