Ordinance No. ______				_____________________, 2026

Rich County Ordinance: Development Agreements

Section 1.  Purpose and Intent.

	The purpose of this ordinance is to set clear procedures and standards for 	development agreements in Rich County. Development agreements are intended to 	provide flexibility in land use, support coordinated planning, and carry out the 	policies of the Rich County general plan while protecting public health, safety, and 	welfare.

Section 2.  Applicability and Authority.

A.	A development agreement is a discretionary land use tool that may be used 	by the Rich County Commission (“County Commission”) when authorized 	by state law.

B.	A development agreement may be considered in connection with a 	legislative or discretionary land use approval, including but not limited to a 	zone change, a subdivision application, development incentive, density 	transfer or bonus, or amendment to a prior development agreement.

C.	A development agreement shall not be required when a proposed 	development:

(1)	Is an allowed or permitted use;

(2)	Complies with all applicable statutes and county ordinances; and

(3)	Is subject to development standards already established by County 	code.

D.	Only the County Commission may approve a development agreement.

Section 3.  Eligibility.

	Any person or entity entering into a development agreement with Rich County 	must have a legal or equitable interest in the property that is the subject of the 	agreement.



Section 4.  Minimum Content of Development Agreements.

A.	All development agreements shall be in writing and shall, at a minimum, 	include:

(1)  	An accurate legal description of the subject property and the names 	of all legal and equitable owners;

(2)  	A description of the allowed uses of the property and the 	procedures required for approval of each use;

(3)  	Development standards that will apply to the property, including 	any timing or phasing requirements;

(4)  	Provisions addressing the installation or provision of required 	public infrastructure and services, if applicable;

(5)  	A description of any land dedication, reservation, or public benefit 	voluntarily offered in connection with the agreement;

(6)  	The term of the agreement and any conditions for extension;

(7)  	Enforcement provisions necessary to ensure compliance with the 	agreement; and

(8)  	Any conditions determined by the County Commission to be 	necessary to advance the public interest or protect public health, 	safety, and welfare.

B.	A development agreement may include a concept plan or other illustrative 	materials as needed to describe the development.

Section 5.  Limitations on Development Agreements.

A.	A development agreement shall not:

(1)  	Limit the County’s future authority to enact or amend land use 	regulations;

(2) 	 Require the County to approve a future zone change; 

(3)  	Allow a use or development that is otherwise prohibited by 	applicable land use regulations, unless approved using the same 	procedures required for adoption of a land use ordinance, including 	planning commission review and a public hearing.

B.	To the extent a development agreement does not address a particular land 	use matter, the matter shall be governed by applicable state law and County 	ordinances.

Section 6.  Review and Approval Procedure.

A.	The County Commission shall consider a proposed development 	agreement at a public meeting.

B.	If the development agreement includes provisions that amend the zoning 	map or land use regulations, the agreement shall be reviewed and approved 	using the same procedures required for land use ordinance amendments, 	including planning commission review and public hearings as required by 	law.

C.	The County Commission may request a recommendation from the 	Planning Commission on planning, land use, or development issues related 	to a proposed development agreement.

D.	The County Commission may approve, approve with conditions, or deny a 	proposed development agreement.

E.	Upon approval, the Chair of the County Commission and the applicant 	shall execute the development agreement on behalf of their respective 	parties.

Section 7.  Effect of Approval.

A.	An approved development agreement shall govern development of the 	subject property only to the extent expressly stated in the agreement.

B.	All County land use regulations not specifically modified by the 	development agreement shall remain in full force and effect.

C.	A development agreement shall not prevent the County from applying new 	land use regulations that do not conflict with the terms of the agreement.

Section 8.  Binding Effect and Recording.

A.	A development agreement shall be binding on the County, the applicant, 	and all successors and assigns for the term of the agreement.

B.	The County may record an executed development agreement, or a related 	document authorized by state law, in the office of the County recorder.

C.	No document shall be recorded against private property that imposes 	development requirements or controls unless authorized by state law.

Section 9.  Costs.

	The County may require an applicant to reimburse the County for reasonable costs 	incurred in the review, preparation, and adoption of a development agreement.

Section 10.  Enforcement and Noncompliance.

A.	Violation of a development agreement constitutes a violation of County 	land use regulations.

B.	The County may use all lawful enforcement measures to ensure compliance, 	including withholding permits or approvals.

	C.	If a development agreement is terminated due to noncompliance, the 			property may revert to its prior zoning classification, unless otherwise 			provided in the agreement or required by law.

Section 11.  Modification or Suspension.

	If federal or state law prevents compliance with any provision of a development 	agreement, the affected provision shall be suspended or modified as necessary to 	comply with the law.


Section 12.  Effective Date.

	This ordinance shall become effective upon posting as provided by law.

APPROVED and ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________, 2026.

					BOARD OF RICH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



					__________________________________________
					Chairman

ATTEST:


______________________________________
Rich County Clerk

					Commissioner Bill Cox voted 	             _________	

					Commissioner Sim Weston voted   	 _________	

					Commissioner Jonathan Lee voted      _________

