Ordinance No. ______				_____________________, 2026

Rich County Ordinance for Large Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations


The County Legislative Body of Rich County, Utah ordains as follows:

Section 1.  Purpose.

	This ordinance regulates the placement of large concentrated animal feeding 	operations (“CAFO’s”) within the County as required by Utah Code § 17-81-601 to 	603. Its purpose is to designate geographic areas suitable for large concentrated 	animal feeding operations and establish procedures for land use decisions, while 	protecting public health, safety, welfare, and compatible land uses consistent with 	state law.

Section 2.  Definitions.

	This ordinance adopts the definitions from Utah Code § 17-81-601 (2025).

Section 3.  Designated Areas.

	The County designates the area shown on the attached map as the area where 	CAFO’s may be located.  The area was selected after considering the criteria in 	Utah Code § 17-81-603(1), including:

	(1)	Distances from residential zones, health care facilities, 				public areas, education institutions, religious institutions, 				commercial enterprises, municipal boundaries, and state or county 			highways or roads;

	(2)	Prevailing winds;
	
	(3)	Topography;

	(4)	Economic benefits to the County; and

	(5)	Reasonable access to transportation, water, and power 				infrastructure.

Section 4.  Application Procedures and Requirements.

	A.	Any person seeking a land use decision (e.g., conditional use permit, zoning 		approval, or site plan approval) to site or expand a CAFO must apply to the 		Planning Commission.


	B.	Applications shall include, at minimum:

	(1)	A detailed site plan showing compliance with designated geographic 		areas shown in the attached map.

	(2)	A detailed written summary of the size, scope, and proposed 				operation of the CAFO.

	(3)	Documentation of compliance with all applicable state and federal 			environmental, water quality, and agricultural regulations.  

	(4)	Proposed setbacks, odor and manure management plans, and 			mitigation measures for compatibility with nearby uses.

	(5)	Any other information required to assist the Planning Commission.

	C.	The County shall process applications in accordance with its general land 			use procedures, providing a reasonable opportunity for such operations 			within the designated areas.
	
	D.	The fee for a CAFO application is $2,000, which covers the cost of review.

Section 5.  Approval.

	A.	The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing as part of the 			approval process.

	B.	The County Engineer shall evaluate the application and proposed site and 			provide input.

	C.	The County Health Department shall evaluate the application and 				proposed site and provide input.

	D.	Approval requires that adequate engineering plans will be in place to avoid 			polluting public waters, to avoid causing a nuisance to surrounding 				properties, and to ensure public health and welfare in the surrounding 			community.

Section 6.  Severability.

	If any provision of this ordinance is held invalid by a court of competent 	jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions.
	
Section 7.  Effective Date.

	This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon posting as provided by 	law.



APPROVED and ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________, 2026.

	
					BOARD OF RICH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS



					__________________________________________
					Chairman


ATTEST:



______________________________________
Rich County Clerk



					Commissioner Bill Cox voted 	             _________	

					Commissioner Sim Weston voted   	 _________	

					Commissioner Jonathan Lee voted      _________
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